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WE ARE BAPFY to Inform you that this 39L
has come oub_ closest ‘to our  "bi-menthly"
sochadiile, belng only 10 or so days late. We
are saddend, . though, that this issue is ac
thin, but the good matarlal just hasntt been
coming in in abundance. If any of yau read-
ers went to see thls sltuation remedi=d, send
us somethinge Just remempsr, - tthough, we
have a_habif of rejecting rcrud, :

BIP , YOU wmIsS OUT on hearing the Orsen
Welles radie scare of some 14 years back? A
recording c¢f the origlnei.seript has heen
made by us, with approprinte’ sound effects,
etcer.and 1f you have secva® tora wirecorder,
drop us a& “line, and we'll gend it to you. We
only ask that you return :it as soon as pos=
sible..

ONs OF OUR COLUMNISTS, Lee Hoffman, 1is
leaving us with this issue, due to a rather
vlolent attack of gafia. We are looking for
a replacement, . and 1f any English genluses
like Ving2 Clarke nr Chuck Harris are inter-
ested in doning something, we?d like to see
1t, preferably at Sa distance. Seriously,
we are looking fLer & replacement, and we'll
sven settle for an aumerican, 1if he can write
1lke Boggss

ERRalat Our apolngies far not giving
ecover credit last 1lssue. It was done by Lee:
Hoffman. @Gad, is there no end to this girl'a
talent? Also apologles for calling Ron
Madleks Ren Smith 1in our conventlion report.
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NEXI Ioold we nope to have a phoco~offl
set section of photowraphs of our editorial
cffice, "staff" mimeo, recording layout, ete.
Ths only thing standing in our way is the
cost, as the plctures _have all besn takene
If you are In ths hablt of buying SOL on the
"dime-at-a-time" basis, we'd like you to sub.
50 we can get  @ncugh monsy to @0 ite Even
1f you alroady subscribs or trade, we won't _
turn down any doughnations. you care to throw
our way. A4 total of eleven pictures have
been taken,. and we'd like them. blg enough so
that ybu won't have to persue them with e
magnifying glass, If you are  interested in
seelng just what this place looks like, dontt
hesltate. Sand us money.

_ &F pOuns LIAE "The Four-Sided. Triungle"
gver become a reality, we can't help wonler-
ing £f publishers would giye away o free eopy

f the author with evary books

Do YOU TIRm of reselving.adds,, letters,b
and. fa nzines that run something like thls?}

| #Thers 15 A fan club in formation. :IS
13 the Northern Idaho- Fantasy and Sghénoe
"Fletlon Asscelations: _It 1s our purpose 0.
organiza 2ll the fans LA Northera Idaho who
- are’ interested - in the - . fle¢ld of fantasy,
seienne fiction, and fandom in general. The
dues ‘are’’ $1.00 .a year,. and  membership 1g
strictly imited to fans Yving in Northern
Idsho. Weld ~like. you to mention our - ediub
whensver possible,_ a3 we want all the pub=
11zity we can get,” s

i
L]

ARE PaNs LIKE THEsSE ever golng to get
wise to the fact that people living even as
near as southern Idsho coren't going to glve

the faintest damn about what happens to the
Phe Northern Idsho Fantas; and Sclence -Flcw
tion assceintlon? Aimittedly, some fans huve
caught on to the fact, and have opened up
thelir orsanization to surrounding territory.

etee, but omr uai box 15 still overflcowing
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wiith stulf like the abdve, Won- ¢  gomesbndy
put a bee in their colleetive bonnetsy

THE TREND IN PHILOSUPRY today sesms to
be toward the indivldual placing himself 1in
history and soclety and analyzing himself and
how he fits 1n that placement. The trend
seems -to be catehing on with faniom, too, as
welve: recently ‘seen a couple of articles to
the éffect,” anlong with SHELBY VICK in this
issues It 1is probabliy worth & considerable
amount of thought; how the individual places
in the micro-cosom of fandom and thé macrow
cosoxr ©f the outslde world. 1In ferldom the
individual usually has a placement dJdifferent
from his placement In society. In fandom he
may be an extrovert, well hidden behind his
tvpewrlter whiéh {I0ws férth with' gregarious
2nd profownd | thoughts. Soclally, however,
he may be an introvert, an anti-social who
finds an outlet in fandom. ~ He may be compen~
sating® for a whopplng 1nferiority complex by
befriending people who "can't be fooled" be=
¢ause they are to far awayes As I've sald
before, this is undoubtedly the driving force
behind most of the letter hacks 1In the pulp
Meeids | (CAnd tatip gofsourkedlitorial hat to
Sam Mines for juoting our comnent fn  FAN=
TasTIC SF). The vicious eritic 1ls probably
mentally, stille a scared little kid, He has
teken out his bitternsss on faniom, or has
used .fandom a3z a crutch to help him up on hias~
msntal foat.

That's my opinion. Whats yours?®

weDave Iah

DEPT. OF LILlTLE H_EAD Val VOG’T
. ..oulte possibly Ven Vogt 1s todayls most
popular writer of sclence flctlon...He does
not ellow himself to wander into the inaze of
semantics or peychlatry as some authors pere
sist in doing..."
--august Derlerth from the dusjacte of Deston-

ation Universeluat only that, he writes rlhoug
regl, live, . people, Just, like you ~nd I-
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By Marion Bradley

In the anniversary 1ssue of 30L, ‘Dave
wrote a long article about the evils of -fah.
publishing, admlittedly written te discourage.
young fans from becoming fanzine editors, 1.
think +the subject  deserves a rebuttal,- and..
therefore this article. .- -

" Panzine publishing has more %»enefits

thah ettils, even 1if :.one publishes nothing .

hut crudzines. I say thi s, having published
several of the slop-job variety, =and a Tew
fanzlnes. which wecre reasonably. well-done,
myaplls L've also contributed to counblasgs
other fanzines, " and cérrespofided with +Hhelr -
editorss

“:Fust whet are Bhe beneflts of fandom?
Well, *the first, and most definite, is the
familigrity one gains with one's own lang~
uages, JYou!d be. surprised to ‘dilacoveor- how
few __persons- really dse their tralning in
English after they leave high school. The
necessity : of "writlng editorials, countless
letters, story .blurbs, and advertisements,-
eventually teaches the young editor that a
dictipnary” is something worth owning,. that
spedling is not an "impractical school sud~
ject", that he mst use care in his cholce
of words if he wishes his read~rs to under-
stand what he is saying.

The second large benefit one galnse 1a
a widening ef onet's mental horizons. I know
this has been wused as =a contemptuous und
sarcastic phrase so.often-fthat 1t has. losgt
Lts mensning. But  the point 1s this; that
corresponding with =»eaders and writers in
other parts of the country gives one a siuint
into the other fellow's point of wiew. 1
grew up in back-country upstate New York: a
rather stOﬁight-lﬂcedrﬁow Engianq onvirementy
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AL NINETLECTL, L tadv e [VEV Y] MBS DU wad L warw
bBackground possible; Texas. Fr .nkly, wisthout
the national outlook gained through corres-
pondence with fams scattered all over the
natlon, I should have been utterly lost. 0f
course, one can galn this experience through
fandom alone, without the "necegsity of fan
publishing, - but -the fan publisher especially
gets this brog it home to him, through the
varylng reactid ns which will come in from
everywhere,

The third besneflit, of course, is in the
literary skill one gains. No matter how un-
Interested "in writing you may be when you
start, you must eventuslly devdlop enough
cleverness to write ar editorial, a bilurb, a
filler. (&nd even Rick Sneary did eventaally
learn to spell you knowl)

The otle r two benefits are less tang-
ible, Wut theu ars the most important of all.
First, in the actual dolng of something, you
become a part of lt. ictive participatlon 1s
the key enjoyment. The kids out on the filsld
playing football at the local high school,
the band, the you g cheerleaders jumplirgiup
and down== these =re gettlng a great d.:al
more from the sport than the listless lasy=
dones 1In the blsachers, to apatheti¢ or stup=-
14 to do anything; whb merelyvsit and watghe.
the writer 6f.sclence fiction, the editor of
4 fen magazine, the young person Wwho swoats
blood into his mimeograph~- these are getting-
active valus from the sclence flction they
road; much, much more than ‘the young fap
sprawled on his hed with a stack of G/.LaXY onh
the pillOWl s

The final benefit, and perhaps the best
of all 1s the fact that the fannlngopublisher
eventually develops a thick skin. He may be-
gin by being unhappy =and dlscouraged saboub
the daflstion of his ego. But if he sticks |
1t through, there will come a time when he
can evelusmte this criticism ond begln belng
severely criticel of himself; to .welgh and
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measure every word he writes, Gbtypes or pub-
lishes; to balance viclous slandcr against

good=-natured ridicule; to. 1gnore the former:

and heed the- latter. He learns to deflate his

owia ego inste~d of hrving it defletod for him' '~

ky others. He learns to enjoy publishing for
the sake of publishing, instead of "for., %the
egoboo in it. He learns to ®e so saverely
critical of himself that the criticism of
pthers mnever reach.s flrst ®ase~~ hecause he
has alrdady. galndd some sureness 1in himself
which; Enaplés hipn: to evaluate criticlism at
1ts thus vorth., ﬁe develops poise, seXf-suf-
ficlency, “trustvorbhiness ~-{rellibllity aba
out deadlines, “'subscription ~money: and the
like) and s a sense of humors He loses his
togphiness, ressnment, _and lomatnre attitude..
= nrel T g 3 170 Tver ]"TJLI ° ' oy

There: walues K are not confined to the:f
young f£anj every person could,proflt by edit-~ =

ing a fanzine for even a fow {&sues. Neo fan-
zine consolidation plan can ever get:to first
®asé, Because of Swst thls; fanzine publighw
ing ‘hxs personal benefits for everyone who
gets 1nte it. It  can not bs a spectator
sport. It 1s <firsf .perspn skngular; and it
w11]l make everyone - who goes into 1t with any
gerlousness and intelligence, that much bet=-
ter. It ks s part of the "nevsr-ending pro-
.ceas of hnman edremtioh, development and pere
sonsl growth. ILlke. any hobby, 1t enriches
Bt Thdalvidual; 14 .is the bést of hobbles.
; ~=Marlon Bradley




"...9sy something erudite...”

liiog

Another 1nstallment
of thnt 9clntillnting column by Lee
Hoffman = -

-

So there I was with » bottomless .
Dixie cup in'my hrnd snd & le full of hot. -
.coffee, peering out of the trein window 5
at the swiftly spprosching city of Phile-..
d€1ph19. For slmost » yenrr oncé member of

PSPFS hed been selling me the ides of
ntbandlng the sonuesl Fhilly-can. So. there -
I »rs on the West Const Chempion rlong with
P brteh of tourists. And I wrs locking
forsnrd t~ snother meeting like the ohes .
Indian Leke wes: frmed for. I wes so0ld.on
regionel conferenced, »nd I hrd some notion
of rttending twn or threes ~f them erch yvesr.
Now I =m not s~ snld.

Iadi~n Irke, I think, riust be
unique, or pretty elose to 1t. At the
Midwesteon there is muech of the spirit of
s Nrtionerl Conveniticn, the friendly eon-
ventioneering pttitude...”nd some snide
soul would be sure to mention...mni the
drinking (nct, you understrnd, thet there
wrs none of thet in Philly)}. The riidwest-
enn impressed me r3 #n nversized h-use-perty.

P On the onther hend, the Fhilly
/' conference wes little n-re then & starry-



eved hich fen would sxpect.nl & Big City fan
cluU*°!‘“?“1“T.ﬂrﬁﬁiﬁg£.;‘ﬁ runher of fruns,
prny Iron pe -Prd auwsd ng New York Gityw, and

o fair guensicy nt dthY Dros»goth”“cd Just -
before the mect: ng, srt-rud listered t- Qpeech-
'‘gs  {drin snme:en ses.-gbve, speeches} rnd_then
deprrted, Some. grouped >ff snd dined together
‘rnd then sttended one or more of the pprtiea
thrown sfterwrris,

-----

before saw s“me frary fhnnlqh Pﬂldervl I_dﬁn't
know, I wrsn't there then. £And it could be
thr t. I wes in- the wr-ngx plregs »t the wrong
times maltogether.. But rlthough I 414 enjoy
the strip I 4on't think i% 1lived up 6o thp
nAyrnce billing..

: Or i~ybe I just expected tﬂn nuch
of & l &y dax h;:;arlug. : ,

_ Sperking of fon.g- theringsy there.
weg, & sonievrhrt impropptu-one in Columbus,. Ge,
when sore of the nation's B-est NE's happened
together ot the Hub Of The Universe, . Prul Crx
#nd Jry Oliver, the Hub's #1 frns, Henry Bur-
well, Bill Entrekin, Bob Tucker snit I ret. .
ot a hotel, the nrme of which I've frrgotten,
but which advertised itself s5 .7 eonvention

., site. Tucker wrs pessing through on the wny
4~ Florida, which -seered ss. 2~~4 .2 rescscn a8
‘eny tC stert n ‘gmell conference, Sewerrl . tele-
grors dnd seme 1omg Alstance'ph ning and o bit
A pll-night Arlivinge bisvgnt t-goukez the .
~ther representebices =0 Jeorgis Frandn,’

" Highiigiaie of the progrumme wm=ie Jdalcon
photos, » report by Buswell, &#nd file suark
Rogers Spree Kit thet weg nwsrdzad 4o 05 rfter
Hoffrren rnA Tueker he 12 the D ~f essenb- i)
ling it. 7
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Crlliope (3)

The lstest frd =mong nenphsans seers to be
not gning Bego. Every ~ther first or scecond
issue received nt the Hovel seers to be in-
seribed smrewhere with »n "I HATE POGO™ or a-
siriler slogrn. Culd nll this be the cruse
of the strrnge lrek ~f = recent issue of POGO
¢ories srong reny Pogn frns? Is soneocne
shunting the supply sway from frndom in p vile
rttempt to refocus our attenti~n on science=
fi~$ion?..

L e _— o s e e o o me

e e S v SR RS A e men  mm w e wmt we GE  ES wms me  wwe

o And with thet we clcse the book for
now., . This is the 1ost instellment of Cnlliope.
Iet ys n»t sry gocdbye the. I ~m dropping all
cf-my frnrctivity except mere rending for sn

-indefinite period. Tentatively I sry three
months, But wheat will heppen nt the end of

thet Eime I do not know. I'm not folding Q.

But #30 will probebly be delryed until speing,
s0 I nsk thet n» #®ne send me ~ny mss or mnoter-

irl for the mng until further notice. 2nd 1I'm
not guitting frndom.  The truth is thet Itve
enrolled in night schocl for o study lord sone~-
what grerter then the prescribed by the schenl
#3 nernel #nd I went to be fece of nll fAn
fommi ttments so thert I ¢enn devete my time =nd

~ energy tc getting ny noney's worth cut of the

courses, When the querter is over perheps I
sholl fling nyself into setifrndor with renewed
fury. Wwe'll sece.

Oh yes, if you edit = frnzine rnd -~yeu'Ad
like £ ensh sub tn 1%, rnd you're willing ton .
trke » little extrr triuble, Arcep e £ pc with
your nrre and: sd4dress ond sub rete. I 4-n't
went to get left- »ut corpletely Auring my ¢
hibernrtion.

Alwwys yours,

10 " ?'//%W



SCIENCE FIC TIONIN ALJ\/E_R%IN

By Jerry Hepkins

A8 everyone reslizes, sclence fiction 1s
now. wecoming an® inereaslbgi¥pepulsrrthend:
Science flctlon programs appear, have appenrs=
"ed; and will sppear in ever lnereasing Juant-
1ty and quallty, on radio and televisi’n. The
movie  ¥ndustry has finslly resiized the pos=
sikle money in full length movies snd shorter
science fiction features. "The T ing", "The
Day the Earth St 551 LM gy estination
Momn",  and "When. Worlds Cmllide" are just
four productions which offer proof of thias.
The.diterary world 1s opening up even moree.
Ever increasing numberas of sclence flc¥lon
m=gnzines and pocket editions »re mukling
thely appearance; not to mentlion the hard-.
back novels, the non-fictlon volumes, snd the
growing number of sclence filction jublleca-
tlons in the slieks. The toy industfles have
taken.advantage of the almost untnapped wenlth
1n the Buck ¥Hogers snd 3Space Cadst type of
toys, uniforms, ray guns; nnd even toy rocket
mer: are slowly replacing the tiln secldier of
the past. Small model space atatlons =and
Jdnlor spacemen heesdguarters are sprouting up
all over the eountry. Sclence fiction is a
trervd-that 'is seon to tecome o3 popular as
the - Hopalong gassidy westerns are now; asnd
the multiplying number of adult shows, hools,
movies, and programs now belng produced 1is
deubling and tripling the adult following of

selence flction. It s truely ‘expanding.

This sudden rime: in sclence fietion's
popularity is due to several causes or [facte |
ors. The sditors and publishers, the movis
and televislon producers and directors, and-
¥Phe big bPusiness men have finally reale
1zed a good thing .and trus an increasing a-
mount of sclence fletlon products are beling
made and placed on the markets. The thorough
advertising coverege of the mapazine and tel=
evision figelds have put sclence flction bawm



fare ths pubIic whare they car’t miss 1t. Fhe
s¢ience fiction mevies. might ot have been
such hiss if.they werelnt carried on, Soradse
vertising has played :and wlll . conifilnue tc
pley sn important part in the growing pop-
ulgrifty of aclonce fiection.

Although sciencs fiction 1s appearing
in an ever increasling amount, the advertis =-
ing £idld &s pa-yed,~ hardly. sapped.- But the
sdvertisers and businessmen reallze the walude
of uni ue- and outstanding Iideas 1n this .
fleld and "sclence fictilon is it. Sclence
f¥ction plays.a very Iimportant part in mod-
ern advertising because people are space
conscious, . and an ad with a sclence fiction
bedring attracts the publics attention. !

Naturally the ads for. spasce toys ,
sclence fiction books, magazines, movies,,
telescopes, or other such products apply
science fletion heavily. But even the more
common everyday .products are made to stand
out more Dby a sclence fictilon sketch or lay~ -
tut, Look at any Oldsmobile. and and you'll
see a -plcture of a roeket. and a writeup ak-
out . the @lds Rocket "B8". .The designs for'
the chro.e tri: on the fudson Hornet and the®’
Hudson $asp are very siwmilar to that of a
rocket ship. The ¥§isher Beody Oorperation
recently plctured s, slesk streanlined car®
called the X-300. in thelr Buick ads. Yhis’
Futurisgtic ear made the ad what it was and
represented the c¢ar of ths future. Many ads
depict present Aay nhomr bullding end ardhet-
eture by pleturing =n u“tra-wodarv jiomse  wr
office buildinge. - B

.. B0 science fiction plays a very import-
ent part in 'the field of advortising in the
future, ,the near future will play an ever
increasing part. - :

E -Jarry Hopkins
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FalFILE ¢ 231 |

DICK RYAN

I'd always envdd ths BNF's whb had treir
®iographies printed in fanzines; I consldered that
I could assume myself arrived ag ®r fan when some-
one nsked' me for mine, Well, evidently T've now
arrived; the juestion that comes tomind 1s, where
am I, and 1s hh?t red light the exlt?

v

My #fan life ®egan one day &n 1949 when I ..
picked up a copy of Planet,mistskenly-thinking. ‘w4
1t was something skin to True, ..5 it turned out’
1t wasn't even a fifth cousin, but ¥ wes hooked
anywa¥, _bout six monh s laster I discovered - 3
#stounding, having run the gamt of pulpzines,
and found science Ffletion could bHe well-written.

T didn't know half of it was hack, and the editor'sa,
career was-ebbing fast away, until I started regid- .,
ing fanzines. For two years I bousght evry stf.
pulp on the stands, with two exceptions. Make -
what you will of $he fact that I bought imz and T4 |
only “sporedically; call 1t discerning taste if — -
-you likes ".aw go ahead.

I wrote letters to the editors off and on,
purely for egoboo; I Joined the N3F and the Nor-
wescon, .and sgnt for a few fanzines, 4l ng about
July of Iast ;ear I decided this w-s getting me. ﬁ
knowhere, and on the spot began planning a fmg, =
Enligsting the ald of a friend whom I introduced a
to stf by vramming it down his throat, I injuired *
about prices on paper, ink, and the liken and
finally -found a mimeo I could horrow. ., couple- . =
of pleintive letters to BNF's were unanswyered
{(one was at the Nolacon =zt the time}, so we wrote
the first lssue ourselves. I wtill think 1ts
leg=-trouble than burdening the post ian with plems

iy

thet;ususlly aren't snswered until its too lated.: ¥ °

w

Thefirst lssue of MuD, all fifty coples,
went cut in September, causing s stir in the fan !
world closely resembling rigor mortis,


oursely.es

But we perservered, and today MaD is booming,
more or less.

Full circle. The next issue of MiD will he
the last. There is just too much work to fanning
to leave time for science fiction, which they telll
me i3 very intresting:these days.

Porsonal datas I'm $'7", 145 pounds, wlth
twinkling blue eyes which belie my serlous, int-
ellectual appearance. "When I take off my glasses
I look somewhat less like Howland Owl. I admit
to twenyy one years; often brag about it, as a
metter of fact. Favorite fanzlnes: Quandry,
Qpus, Slant. Bavorite stzines: aSF, Galaxy,

F&SF. TFavorite sfwriters: Heinlein, Bradbury--
who else is writing these dsys? I llke books, .
girls, history, traveling, politics, money,
eonservative clothes, sports, beer, and conversa-
tion:. I dislike crowds, two-floor houses, loud-
mouths, regular hours, hominy grits, barking dogs,
work, pomposirt, fanatics, and being wrong. Thanks
for reasding, its been fun.

«Dick Ryan
{(our apologirs for the datedﬁgss of this
fanflle, and the all-to-numerous spelling
errors ln it. The stencil was cut last May, .,
and we being the conservative type, we dldntt

gut 1t _gver,==Tho aditor.}!
THE GO00D viD DAYS

*In a poport dated Fobruepy "BY4k, *fhe
lletin astates tho convention soclety has
g-usnpbersy” and o tyeslurerfe report dated
Maprsh 4th shows a balance of $163 in funds on
pand. Membership “cards™ made of tooled al~
uminum weoere malled out wlth the bulliten,
Advertisements for the program bhooklet run to

+«58 per pege, £3,50 per half page, ¢2 for =
quarter page, wlth booster adverts at sixty
oents cach. The booklet will be multillthed
(similevr to News Letter), and advertisers may
férnish pen-and-ink sketches with their copy¥
--From & news 1tem on the Nolcan, Sclence
Fiction Newsletter, May 1951.
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SHELBY VICK

a short coluﬁﬁ by

ol e[ 83 V0K

BUT I THOT YOU LIKED BEING CRAZY]

Jn a recent isoue of Rhodlizest, & columnis® commentsd on
the space-flight issue of COLLIER'S. He scemed very pleas-
ed with the success of the icsua. It indicated to him, he
eaid, an acceptance of science fictiorn by the public. Hip
attitude was, "Now let 'em call us crazy! The world has
accepted science fiction ~~ hoorah!" Since then, theretve
been other, similay.comments, And, long before that, fans
showed a tendency to grab at straws to prove that sf vas,
indeed, epreading snd heing accepted.

Ien’t this a little stupid?

It zeems kinda inconslstant for a fan o feel that way. Ta
begin with, don't fans slways like to think ¢f thenselves
as being & little aspart from everyone elest Isn't thie
partizlly — if not entirely -— what nakes a fan? If the
world was suddenly converted to sf, what would become of
that 'proud and lonely feeling to be a fan'?

The truth of the matter is, the only way the world could
puddenly take in scierce flction is by a sudden change in
gf - selence fiction cannot convert the world: the worid,
instead, will convert sf, It has remained restricted be-
cause it apprealed t0 a emall group., Naturally, that small
group wae different from its neighbors. WNaturally, being
different, their neighbors thot them ‘crazy,wacky, a little
‘offt.

¥hich, of course, we are. Anything sway from the norm ie,
comparatively, 'insane!,

The point is that in hoping for the world to accept us, we-
are asking a sane mMman to let a lunatic into his house =—
or, from our point of view, we =are wanting to go into a°
lunatic's home. Why?  Apparently, fandom ia trying to De
pormal within §tself, while etill deploring the normality
around it, It's as if fandom was a2 man who knew himself
to be different, but wanted miﬁptily to be like sveryone

else, ?

o



Cengldew e ypwmlalls Yatveen fandom and the outside:r Wo
t20 ava our witehunits and purges and  Lionmuealuvals.  AsT
Laney. And cur ceaseless unsuccessful attemyto at formirg
cinbas'-— an urge that never seems to dle, no matter ew
disappointing previons attempts have proven, It's & valn
endeavor to emulate that best-known of greup entities, Av-
erage Humanity. , -

And whgts the use of all of it? If we are geing to main-
tain that 'It is a proud and lonely thing t6 be a fan',
can’t we resign ourselvém to our place? Do we have %o get
out and be missionaries:for an unwanted messiaht Why try
to cram af -down the throat of an unwilling populace? How,
there are a few fan-personalities wandering around that
have yet to discovar fandom -- but they'll eventually dis-
cover ef on their own, in any case,

True, it's satisfying to know that your brainchild is rec<
ognized by everyone —-- but a child genfus in, say, dAathe~
matics <«conld newer ‘be fully apprec:.ated by a cu.lture that =8
worshipped art. S ir L

Publishers, their- eyes naturally on the dollar eign, are
changing sf to suit "the pudlic, which is the only way. But -
whenever the new sf has spreal over the world, and every-
body knows what it 48, we'll still be in the same boat
People will uvndersband what they're reading then, but they
would probably be as bdlank as ever if you handed 'em a 'LS
ASTOUNDING. \

I WOULDN'T CALL HIM 'QUIET'}

Ticker referred 40 Willis as !'The Quiaet Man', I have a
case against him. (No, Tucker —— not a case of Scotch.)

ExKibit A -- (Quoted, azd are all following exhibits) -
On arrival: Hoffman; "Have you any
statement to make, Mr Willist"

WAW: "1 had one grunch but the April
143 ASP over there,”

Exhidit B = In Bloch's room. BeaM: , "You want an
ashtray?® . .
WAW, tossing his msh out over Chicago.
"o, tiie one isn't full yet.m

Exhibit C - WAW: "3cme of oy bes«l friends are
Her.ay Kutbtaer,’

& i
| o
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RUBERT BLOCH - -7 R oy L. : =1,

740 N. Plankinton Ave.-«'° .

HIFkagkee '3, Wig. ¥ gt fa- o -l -
) < o L} "

Deir Duves ©
| Sy * g A i ' - | .

Moy tHanks for 80L. I found it roundy,
ftrm and fally -packed. ({We . hope you dldn't :
tear to *compare.) ) . : . v

Judging ‘from your and delby Vick's con- .
tributions, the time has definitely come te
split sclence fictfdén 'conventlons into two
separate ‘eéntities <rather than malntain the
present schizolid affalr. -Elther that or take
T#O hotels at each convention site, =

»2PHe lafter notion ‘might work. For ex="
ample, in Chicago, Lhe. Hotel Chicagoan ls
right alongside the Morrison. For the- sake
of argument (which I"uaderstand 1s the enly
“"feason for bringing "up anything in a fan-mag’
1fi'“the first place)' 18t us suppose that the-
Chicon has beon held. simultaneously 1n both»
the Morirlison and'the Chicagoan.: -

The pros could have held forth-  ln the.-
Morrison juite well--making speeches. te each:
other, signing ons another's programs, ®Utow-
graphing each other's books for thres. dass i
uballoyed. hucksterish bliss.

The fans could have gathered in the €hi-’
cagozn, which -has no ballroom or bhaniuet-
hall, but does boast o fine bar and any ‘numb-
er’ of roods whleh cun be properly smoke-f1l11--
od.,yas, a matter of fnct, the monagement
could probably rent a smoke machine from a-,
movie company and f1ll any room in the joint
in rBout five minutes. And " here the fans
could sit around, rip each other down the

17



back, complain about the prozines, and check
on the number 1if drinks consumed by other
fans. -

Occasionally & schizold human, or somi-
human (that is to say, a pro who is also a .
fan 1ike Tucker) eould tuntbkeck and férth bes =-
tween the two hotels as a liason offlcer.
Pretending to be’'a pro, he could rush to .the
first hotel and autograph for oOther prose
Pretending to be a fan, he could rush to the
" second hotel and drink soms corn-likker.
.. Being Tucker, he'd sell something at both

places, so he wouldn'g complaln...’

Think it over. My other suggestion 1s
a- bit more drastice...mke n deal with the
Limeys and the Celts. Us dirty hucksters to
‘Keep to Aumerice, and the fins to be deported,
sn masse, to the British Isles. Unless, of
course, their migratich laws. ave strict.
Still; I dunno...they 1let Willis Dback in.
sgalniee

Robert Bloch

R A e et ek [ N o i ok o

The Con woso blg even my wiracorder was burnedout

R Y ] —-.-._-m--"-h—--——-- B e s el ettt

RUSS WATKINb

115 West 34th Street
Savannah, - Gz.

Daear Wava,

ihsnks for 2a great issue of SOL, Egnal
to your annish. Liked gour cover lmmensely.
Wwho did it? ({(Hoffman)}).

Only likeness to WaNDRY I gsee 1is ths
little sayings 1in the unllkely placea on the
pages. I e¢azn't moke sense out of them but
I'm sure they must mean something to someone.

Hommond's article wasg very amusing, I
thought the funnlest thing 1n the lssue was
in your con report when Slsberry abbreviated
your fanzine. I loughed out loud at that



ons. Mist have been amusing to you at the
time too, You might know fen would doithe
impoessible. Guess you can tell'the CCF has
wern off{ me a Blt. Your comment was very
funny about it though.

_ Shelby Vick hit the nail on the head,
The con was too big. L t.ink most all of the
true fen think so and lon; for the old ones
like Clnelnnatd- and Portiend, Fandom  1tself
i1s getting to big. To 'msny fakefsns,

Your con report greatly enjoyed. Flne
writing. Mokes one geel nas 1if they were
there. almost.

Reynolds' article fnteresting glde, You
had a nice line mp of writers in this issue.

Your letter column was a good one. Keep
it at its present length.

Good L ck with #%

Russell K. Watkins

HABLAN mulLioun
12781 Shaker Boulevard Apt. #616
Clevland 20, vhlo.

Vaar LUave,

I'm taking time out of a helluva jamw
packed scedule to send thls letter to youe.
Probably before I've spoken my 300 or so
words worth you'll be gunning for me w»ith a
petrifled sopy of your fanzine (?) looking
for my he:d.

snother polnt I kasten to point eut,
since I can't take chances on this being mls-
construed 1if and/or when you publish thils in

VW
Lk



"q o Uahier eolumn, is that I migt be becom-

1ig a Z.ngussige anob  insofar as  fanzihes,
tEaly qguatity.  and . thelr . contents goess
Sinco starting " SCIENCE FaNTASY BULLITEN last
Febmuary, I've tried to bring the mag up to
a point where 1t can not only be enjoyed by
fans and (&s you might term them) "doadwood®
8tf Treaders, but by the casual reader, your
0ld grandma with the Puritanistic idesls, and

. the post offige. Hell, 1¥m net ' perfect as 1is

anyone, nor 1s SFB anywhere near ' what I'd
like it to be. «and as far as that goes,
there's no real reason for « big mouth like
me to be panning anyone else, but since I
sincerely like you, and have ' the disgusting
habit of telling the gawdawful truth no mab-
ter what the outcome, I'll get into it and
let MMy critics tear my head ofif (that is

_.ufter you've had your turn).

You're in” rotten taste, Ish. Ycur mat-
eri.l 1is erap, your spelling is the worst
I've ever seen, with no style to it gs Max
Keasler's is, but just the plain "school-kid"
mistakes that could be cured i1f you took time
to use a dictionary and occasionally a Thew
s=urus. Your mimeo work I won't dote on be~

HFause you yourself are aware of its limlita-

tions and yet you persist in lousing up your
left-gand marg.ns, ruining your stencil work
by typing over a mistrke, leaving many mis-
takes as 1s, etc, etc, ad disgustum.

For the sske of whatever God jou :dohtt
ridicule, what sre you trying to do? H£uhlidh
o magazine or slap out a lousy 1little rag
with noxious, off color, worthless material
that appears to have been scraped off some-
one's barrel-bottom?

Don't you believe in rroof-reading your
copy? DUN'T YoU BELLEVE LN REaDING YOUR M.T=-
ERI.L BEFORE YUU RUN IT?3! If you did you
certainly wouldn't run off some of that slope

20



FITINSTIANCE, JUSBL WG L WoiE e w—aam -, .
reason, in using Hummdord's orticley It saild
nething, was obscene in 1its rather paerile
connotbations, “and was poorly written. You
can't even honestlysdefend it on the grounds
&f good satire--becrnuse it cert-inly was notl
I'm amazed actually. 4 charncter with the
obvim s brains you lug around should be able
tc ecome up with soimeth ng better than this,

wre you trying to be M"too, too wute"
with your.snide remarks pertaining to 1) ev-
ory aspect of sex you can fish up (the only
one I missed was Hermuphrodysm--but I may
have skipped a page), 2) fueds, 3) character
assasihation, 4)such pleasant but frowned up-
on hobbies ags dope-peddling and gpirit-guzz-
ling, etc, etc,

It seems to me, 2and I can speak with
some authority.on the subject, that if a mag-
ezine is worth plblishing it is worth pub=
lishing well. HNone of this slip-shod, devil-
may~-care-to-extremes attitudss. It may Dbe
fun (ctherwdde why do 1t?) but it jes sure as
hell be a serious matter at the same time or
You gre violating ™ what little trust is slap-
ped wb you by your readers. If I sound like
I'm bubbling ovor with catchphrases--YOU .
WRUNG! I, for one, fecl strongly about this
matter, not only in relstion to SQL, but as
the thing it stands for., It is this crase-
ness of attitude and slipshodgy produectivity
that give the entire range of fmz a bad nams.
It is an uphill fight for a conscientious ed~
itor %o Dbring his magazine up tc where 1t
commands respect. Aad the reason for this is
shiefly, though there is nothing personal in
this VYave, due to magazines like yours.

I re.lize I have left myself wide open
for ¢riticlsm, and I expeet it. I only hope
you stay as h ahove the 8uble as I hope
I have. None ofYthis character alandering 1f
possible. Being and editor (ér at least I
foncy myself as one) I 1look and 8eae the
faults cothers sev but in addition pick out

Z]
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other more sublle ones due to no extra ghay

matter on my part but sinply becouse I¥fm .

dealing in the same medium a3 you.,

. Harlen
ATy Sorry if I t%read . on gour pride or

to change #0L. Why should I, the .reaedesrs
like it +the way it is. There are fan-eds

{including myself, by the way) who've been

publishing a hell of alot longer than last
February, end have been dealing in the sanme
medium as you, and who don't think SOL is
a noxious off-color rag. 1Itll take thelr ad-
vise before yours because they've hed more
experiehce than you, . and have learned in the
most part, not "to take fandom as a whole
so” goddatin seriously. Anybody thatls efrrid
I'm rulning fandomts prestige can only be cor
sldered’ fuggheaded' because of the . obvikualy
false statement he's making. If your afr-id
I'm ruining fandom's:prestige,I'm z2frald your
Puggheaded. Such staunt serious construct-

ive fans as Ed W¥ood and Russ Wrtkins have -
never comdemmed SOL for being off-color. -

There's good reason for it top, becsuse oubt-
side of legikility and poor typing,  there
isn't anythigg wrong with it. If there were,
we'd be swamped with lstters condemming us in
stead of just one, which in the light of ot~
hers, looks pretty silly. So instead of tak-
ing your advise, Harlan, I'll pcss some on to
you. Don't make fandom your Great Crusade.
Don't write letters to fanzines condemming
them for material everybody else llikes. Do~
ntt be a Rommn when your not in Rome, cnd
don't worry sbout my or fandomBs  prestige,
hecause we can both get along alright on our
pwn, and mostly don't give a desmn. But 1f
your heart's set on worrying about me, do it

. privately, because you sure as hell look sil-

ly doing 1t in print.

I was never one to lay awake nights worrying
about fondom's prestige.’ AW
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% violate your trust, but I'm not going .
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CHUCk HARRIio
"Carolin' Luke avenue
Rainhem, Bsscx, England.

Dear Dave,

Thought 1I'd just write to tell you thrt
I'm not voting for Bd Weod ss Fan-Face 0Of tke
Yenr, Confidenti-1lly, and I trust you won't
epread this.around, I held a very low opiniom
of wholesome fans like this. Bspocially when
they class me as "vepid nothihgs®. I'm deso~
lated by the fact thet Ho doesn't congider

‘Jusndry a  good magazine, and it was BIG of

Eim to allow thet there's room for 4t. I
would hate to see Lee heve to cease publlea-
tion,

His comparisen of ('Funtasy Magozine'! of
137 =«nd Juandry $s unfair and biased. "Fan-

tasy Mugazine" w.s a circulntion-Kungry,

& i

gserious constructive tome,: whilst 3 couldn't
care less for the size of the rerd.rs circle,
and caters strictly for the jaded types who

- think Ziff and Pavis zre beyond redemptlon,

and that hopeful publishers should make with
free c¢oples Dbefore expecting reviews. &

‘foirer criterion” of progress wouwld be obteirne

ed by compering FM with say, 8lant or Opernr=~

. tion Fantast (about 500 circulstion-each), -or

with SFNL which is probably double this.fig-
ure.s F

ss-an oxample of "o Better magazine® he
offers us "Acolyte", - Bven Tosncr called it

erap and he published the damn thing.

> I zell you Dave, the worst thing you
could do with S8OL is to follow Ed's suggest-

“’iong. You keep 2 tight hold on your abilit-
-1gs for analysis, =nd stop worrying about

"pmpending the coming critiesl journal of
worth.”- Fandom 1is a fascinating hobby, bet-
ter thfn stamp-collecting,' almost as good as
women, but it is not and never will be a W-y
of Life. Nothing you or any other f-=n c¢an do
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wlll change the profeéssion ls viespoint. You

are pert of a minority whose opinions will be =

ignored as long as Fantastic Adventures can
sell three times ’ag-mpny, copies as GhisXy:

The thlng I can never undergtand 1s what
fun Ed and the rest of the high~minded facw~
tion get out of. fandom, -or why they try te
get ~the rest &f ws to join  thelr crusades.
. Sure, the average fanzine. is "ephemeral™ ana

-"so0 much waste paper™ but .they_just happen to
be more entsrtainipng than - those published by
F-a-a-ng With a4 Mission.’ = 3

~nd why should he snipe at_ Elsberry?
Rich.1s entitled to his opinions amd he mhkes
them entertaining to read. "Foaming at the
mouth" fanlit much of a refuteration to"The
Open Letter To Harry B Moore"s 4&An . answer to
this .would be a lot more interesting to read
than. any "éssays" on "science fiection topicst
an Elsberty-Wood fued would really be somew
© thing worth reading. -

On reereading this, it sounds:as of I'm
gunning for Ed. I'm not. It's his opinlong
that I dislike and I think that he's missing
a lot:- of fun by staying in the serlous, con=
structive fringe. - ke =

This damn sheet costg 6d and I'M not
spending all that on Wood. (There's no fuel
like an old fuel). .

SOL was mugh better this time.. The mat~
erial was good and the leglbility pretty falr
+sel especially liked the Neal Clark Reynolds
plece and the con report. I can just imagine
how entranced Walt was to hear your dulcet
toneg at 7:30 a.m. I thought that "sex” joke
was mich funnier in the Resder's Dilgest.
{(What sex joke?))

_Ever Thine,
~ Chuck

T
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